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Washington, DC

4 July 1996

HOUSE VOTES TO STRENGTHEN SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT. As Americans, we
all share certain basic concerns about our environment. One of the most important of these is
clean water.
Recognizing the need to make certain federal law ensures that the water flowing out of
taps· in households across the country is free of dangerous contaminants, the House, in a
bipartisan effort, has overwhelmingly approved reauthorization of the 1974 Safe Drinking Water
Act, PL 93-523. Highlights of the legislation follow:

*

Federal Water Grants -- Authorizes $7.6 billion through Fiscal Year 2003 for
federal grants to state drinking water revolving loan funds. States would be
required to provide a 20% match; 15% of the loan funds would be reserved for
systems serving fewer than 10,000 people; and states could use 30% of their
grant money for subsidized loans to poor communities.

*

Drinking Water Standards -- Repeals current law that requires EPA to
set standards for 25 new contaminants every three years. Instead, it gives
EPA the option of issuin~ regulations for at least five contaminants every
five years. It requires EPA teuse new risk and cost-benefit analysis in
setting new standards, but specifically exempts drinking water disinfectants
(such as chlorine) and their by-products, and biological organisms such as
cryptosporidium from the new cost-benefit mandate.

*

Arsenic, Radon & Sulfate Standards -- Requires EPA to set a drinking water
standard for arsenic by 2000, to issue a standard for radon within three
years (taking into account the costs and benefits of controlling radon from
other sources), and to conduct studies of the health effects of sulfate before
issuing a final rule on that substance.

*

Consumer Notification -. Requires water systems to notify customers within 24
hours of their failure to comply with any drinking water standard, and to
publish detailed annual water reports that include information on contaminant
levels in the system's water.· These are the right-to-know provisions.

*

Small System Exceptions'- Requires EPA to specify alternative, affordable
technologies that could be used by small water systems. It also permits small
systems to use the best· available, affordable technology to treat drinking water.

*

Monitoring Relief -- Permits water systems to reduce their monitoring of a
contaminant if the substance is not detected, or is found only at very low levels.

*

Bottled Water Standards -- Requires bottled water to meet the same standards
EPA sets for tap water.

This measure is regarded by all as a very positive step for public health and the nation's
water supplies. It provides a reasonable approach to ensuring that every community in the
country has clean, safe and healthy drinking water.
#

#

#

- - - - - - U . S . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON. D.C. 2 0 5 1 5 - - - - - -

KIKA DE LA GARZA, 16TH DISTRICT, T E X A S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . . , .
HELPING TO

FIND A CURE.

Parkinson's disease and related disorders afflict as many as

1.5 million Americans. If we are to find a cure for this illness then what we need to do is
provide better funding for research. The Morris K Udall Parkinson's Research, Education, and

Assistance Act, of which I am a co-sponsor, would do just that.
This important legislation is designed to expand and coordinate research concerning
Parkinson's and improve care and assistance for its victims and their family caregivers. More
specifically, the bill authorizes $100 million in FY 1997 to expand basic and clinical research
into Parkinson's, establish up to 10 Morris K Udall Parkinson's research centers across the
country; support programs at the centers of training and continuing education for scientists and
health professionals; and establish a national data bank and information clearinghouse on the
disease.
By investing in Parkinson's hopefully a way will be found to save countless Americans
from immense suffering. Passage of this funding could mean flDding a cure, and that is why
I am so glad to be a part of this effort.
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LEAD POISONING

HAZARD.

,

The Consumer Product Safety Commission recently advised

that after testing and analyzing imported vinyl miniblinds, some of these can present a lead
poisoning hazard for young children. Twenty-five million non-glossy vinyl miniblinds that have
lead added to stabilize the plastic in the blinds are imported each year from China, Taiwan,
Mexico, and Indonesia.
CPSC found that over time the plastic deteriorates from exposure to sunlight and heat to
form lead dust on the surface of the blind.

The amount of lead dust that formed from the

deterioration varied from blind to blind.
Young children can ingest lead by wiping their hands on the blinds and then putting their
hands in their mouths.

Lead poisoning in children is associated with behavioral problems.

learning disabilities, hearing problems, and growth retardation.

CPSC found that in some

blinds, the levels of lead in the dust was so high that a child ingesting dust from less than one

square inch of blind a day for about 15 to 30 days could result in blood levels at or above the
10 microgram per deciliter amount CPSC considers dangerous for young children.

In homes where children ages 6 and younger may be present, CPSC recommends that
consumers remove these vinyl miniblinds. Adults and families with older children, however,
generally are not at risk because they are not likely to ingest lead dust from the blinds.
Manufacturers have made the changes necessary in the way vinyl miniblinds are produced
by removing the lead added to stabilize the plastic. The new miniblinds without added lead
should appear on store shelves beginning around 1 July and should become widely available over
the next 90 days.
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